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First there is inhibition of the heart’s movements, then the 
action becomes rapid and feeble, and irregular in rhythm ; a 
deadly faintness supervenes, and loss of consciousness for 
an instant. Of late there have been muscular twitchings, 
complete unconsciousness, and the seizures are preceded by 
uneasy sensations. These warnings come from the organs 
connected with the solar plexus. May they be called an 
aura? Trousseau describes such cases as “marked epi- 
iepsy." In treatment it is important to recognize the true 
nature of these attacks. The best results are had from 
combining remedies addressed to the true seat of the mal¬ 
ady and to the organs suffering the most severe functional 
disturbances. Thirty grains of bromide of sodium three 
times a day, and a one per cent, solution of nitro-glycerine, 
dose increasing from one minim until the characteristic 
action of the drug is manifested, are the remedies Dr. Bar- 
tholow ordered, and strict attention to diet as well, a small 
amount of fresh meat once a day, one egg at breakfast, one 
vegetable at dinner, some fresh fruit at supper, and the only 
drink a moderate cup of warm skimmed milk .—Medical 
Nnvs, Dec. ioth, 1887. L. F. B. 

Electricity and Neukotiieraey in the Treatment 

of Cancer. 

In a letter to the editor of the Medical Register, Dr. C. 
H. Hughes, of St. Louis, says : 

“Were the Crown Prince my patient, I would give him 
bromide of ammonium, muriate of ammonium, the hypo- 
phosphite and arsenic, and local and general static electri¬ 
zation ; and I would use the static current, the direct static 
current, to the part, powerful enough to arrest the morbid 
cell activity, and remove the growth by electro-cautery, if 
it did not disappear. Cancer is a neurotrophic disease, and 
the cancerous diathesis is neuropathic.'' 

So far as we know, Dr. Hughes is the first and only 
physician who has ever proposed to treat cancer with elec¬ 
tricity and a scientific neurotherapy. Views similar to 
those just enunciated as regards the origin and cause of the 
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disease, were uttered in the St. Louis Medical Society ten 
years ago ; but to Dr. Hughes belongs the credit of having 
first suggested the electric treatment. 

Elsewhere he says: 

“Inquiry and observation show the frequent inter¬ 
changeability of cancer with grave diseases of the nervous 
system in families in which the neuropathic diathesis pre¬ 
vails. It is no uncommon history for one branch or one 
member of a family to show insanity, epilepsy, or organic 
paralysis, and another to reveal the neuropathic taint in 
cancer. It belongs to a period of life at which the tonicity 
of the nervous system is on the wane in many organisms ; 
when the trophic, nutritive and assimilative functions are 
more liable to depression than in more vigorous periods. 
It is often quite rapidly developed after sudden and pro¬ 
found shocks to the nervous system. Its well-known me¬ 
tastatic peculiarities, especially after excision, are like 
those in certain well-known nerve diathesis with devel¬ 
oped local disease. Lastly, the only real benefit derivable 
from treatment aside from palliating escharotic, and cleans¬ 
ing local measures, comes from plans of treatment addressed 
to the restoration of general nerve tonicity and consequent 
resisting power. 

“Even where excision has been resorted to, the after¬ 
care and treatment reveals the fact that successful results 
have been due to this rather than to the knife, whose 
triumph has been chiefly due to the removal of the local 
strain and waste, without the prolonged irritation of the 
painful caustic processes and the neuropsychical rebound 
following the local relief, the hope revived, and the suc¬ 
cessful neurotherapy instituted. 

“Cancer is probably as amenable to treatment as any 
other diathetic condition, if we recognize it as such . . . 

but the hope of conquering it, lies in recognizing its nero- 
pathic relations, and in an early, persistent, vigorous, and 
confident effort to improve them. The law of resistance to 
cancerous invasion is in the conservation of energy.” 

L. F. B. 



